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Foundation Terminology

• LEF: Local Education Fund (sometimes have a reform 
agenda for low income schools PEN.org)

• LEF: Local Education Foundation, used by many schools 
today in CA and FL.

• BOD: Board of Directors
• BOE: Board of Education
• ED: Executive Director
• GWT: Generational Wealth Transfer
• SF: School Foundations refer to organizations qualified 

as public charities under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue 
Code.
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K-12 Foundations Defined

• School foundations are “privately operated, 
nonprofit organizations established to assist 
public schools” and who qualify as charitable 
organizations, “different from school districts, 
public institutions or local governments” (Clay, 
Hughes, Seely & Thayer, 1985).

• Charitable foundations are legal entities 
separate from school districts, governed by their 
own board of directors typically consisting of 
parents, community leaders, business people, 
alumni, and educators.
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Who is the NSFA?

• The mission of the National School 
Foundation Association is to promote the 
organization, development and  success of 
school (K-12) or (education) foundations 
and their partnering schools and districts.
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Major NSFA Initiatives

• Promote individual SF growth and development
• Develop individual SF memberships in NSFA
• Organize state SF affiliates
• Deliver timely SF services and benefits
• Partner with other school and philanthropic 

professional organizations; AASA, NSBA
• Organize regional and national conferences
• Provide a national voice for education 

foundations
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THE MOSCONE CENTER
National School Foundation Association 

2nd Annual National Conference
April 12 - 13, 2007
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The Value of School Foundations

• Improves communication with the community
• Raises awareness of school and district’s needs
• Offer an opportunity for community members 

and retired staff volunteer involvement in the 
school’s activities. 

• Provides an extra funding resource for schools
• Enhances educational opportunities for children
• Marshals community resources for the school
• Offers an opportunity for the community to 

express its support for the school
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• A Survey on External Support for K-12 
Schools and Districts
– Business Partnerships
– School Foundations

• Sent January 25, 2007, to approximately 
31,000 public administrators.

• 768 total responses, 307 for NSFA

Survey Overview
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Respondents School Type

Public
94%

Private
5%

Charter
1%
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Respondents Title/Role 
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School / District Location
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School / District Enrollment
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Do you have a school foundation?

Yes
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No
53%
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Presence of a SF vs. district type
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Foundation volunteers per year 
(average)
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Foundation paid staff per year 
(average)
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Average yearly amount raised over 
the past 3 years
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How many people serve on your 
board of directors?
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How many people serve on your 
board of directors?
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How active is your foundation’s 
board of directors?
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Is your foundation’s board of 
directors expected to fundraise?
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Are your board members donors 
to the foundation?
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Fundraising sources

41.5%
38.8%

16.2%
14.7%

12.6%

7.3%

0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

35.0

40.0

45.0

Event
Fundraising

Major
Donors

Business
Partnerships

Planned
Giving

Grants Sale of Items

24

Fundraising sources
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Where are the resources raised
by the foundation spent?
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The projects our education foundation 
currently sponsors focus on raising 

student achievement
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